EVENING   CLASSES  IN   THE   AFTERNOON     289
Of the other experiments, that of getting volunteer teachers for special subjects, which included physiology, geography, Shakespeare, history and literature, was perhaps the most fruitful ; for it not only resulted in the creation of friendship between the children and cultivated men and women, but in many walks to tho Parks—always in small parties never exceedhig twelve—excursions to picture galleries, and visits to the Zoo ; thus beginning—1876—a series of ct pleasures with educational objects " which still grows, ami grows to some purpose.
As two little groups of hot happy East London children gathered round the tea-table in my garden on Saturday, July 9Mi, 1910, t heir hands full of treasures—-for they were
a nature-study party.......-I contrasted them with gratitude
with tho thin faces, lawless ways, and animal habits that tho same sort of snia.ll people would have shown in those early rambles forty years ago. But tho pathos of town-homes for nature-lovers dwells in the hearts of even these well-behaved little mortals.
"PIen.se, ma'am, need wo go homo? 'Tis tho far-off I want to look at," was politely whispered to mo, and the glories of the sunset over my great view made it hard to say,
"I a.ni afraid, you must, dear, for it will be ten o'clock now before you reach Wapping."
Among the. experiments tried was one of evening classes in the afternoon. At, that time tho rule was for children to leave* school on their reaching thirteen years of ago or passing tho fourth standard. Tho girls refused to remain boyond tho usual age, aw! yet careful mothers of the small tradesmen or upper mechanic classes did not wish their daughters to go to fuetories or lake service while they woro so young. Tho result wai; t hat. t hey hung about at. homo " helping mother " in t he morning, but idling for the rest of tho day. For those girls my husband started afternoon continuation classes under the regulations for evening teaching. Miss BUSH, of the North London Collegiate School, superintended them, and tiie teachers woro both professional and volunteer.
1H8IL.......-If tho plan in approved, our girls will have a great
opportunity. They will ho able to acquire tho knowledge which will make them bettor able to enjoy both solitude and company, and they will be helped to preserve for tho time of womanhood the habits of regularity which they have acquired ia school.